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The Manner of Lay Perſons BAPTISING 
dn Infantiin Cale of Danger of Death. 


TA KE common Waker, pour it en the Head or Face of i 


the Chitd, and Wt are pouring it, ſay ihe * 
mY Words 2- © 2 * 19 7 


AQIHU 16.1 

I baptize thee | in "Is Name of the | 
Father, and of the Son, nd 1 the 
Hely Ghoſt. Amen.. 
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FIRST COMMUNICANTS. 


er. 
Axxricrx I. Importance. of the firſt Communion. 


; \ x THAT is the moſt important Taſk Children 

© = have upon their Hands ? 

A. Their fi t Communion, ? 
N. Why is the firſt Communion a Work of ſuch Im- 

poitance? 

A. Becauſe the Effects of it reach through their wha; 

Life; it is generally 1 a Source of Happineſs, or 

| Milery, for the reſt of their Days, according as 3 is per- 

formed with due or undue Diſpotitions. | 
0. What then have Children to do, for ring it 

uh good and holy Diſpoſitions? 

A. They ought to faxecalt, and prepare for it, a long 

ime before-hand, and that WAP "—_ Care and At- 


ntion, 

Why ſo? 

. Becauſe in this Affair, it is not for Man that a 
vaſe ts prepared, but for God himſelf, 1 Kings chap. 
ix. ver. 1. thus ſaid King David, when he was. pre- 
paring Materials for building A Temple to the Almighty | 
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in Jeruſalem ; nevertheleſs, that magnificent. Temple was 
Sly deſlined to receive the Ark of the Covenant ; where 
as, by the Holy Communion, the Breaſt and Heart of a 
Chriſtiau becomes the Sanctuary of God himſelf, fince 

Jeſus Chuiſt. who is both God and Man, abides really 
Ind truly in him: Re that eats my Fleſh and drinks my 
Blood, abides in me, and I in him, John chap. vi. ver. 57. 


Aur, II. How to prepare for the firſt Communion. 
. What have Children to do, who deſire to Pprepatt 


then; ſclves for their firſt Communion? 

4: They have to do three Things: firft, they are to 
lead a more holy Lite, than hitherto they have done : 
fecondly, they ate to be very diligent in aſſiſting at Cate- 
chiſm, and other Inſtructions: thirdly, they are to purify 
their Hearts, by a general Confeſſion of all the Sins of 


their Life paſt. | * 
0. In what does. this more holy Life conſiſt? | 
A. In two principal Points; firft, in labouring incef> | 
fantly to baniſh Sin out of their Hearts: ſecondly, in be- 
ing more zealous in the Practice of thoſe good Works, 
which God requires of them in their State of Life. 
D. What muſt they do, in order to baniſh Sin out of 
their. Hearts ? Whos! TEC 
4. They muſt, f#ft, conceive a deeper Horror of Sin 
than oi ſeconds, ſtun the Occaſions of Sin, with more 
Watckfolneſs : 2erdly, labour with greater Application, 
0 root out their vicious Habits : fourthly, mortify their 
Paſſions, with more Care 72 | tefift and fight with 
more Reſolution, againſt the Temptations of the Devil, 
the Solicitations of the World, and their own eorrupt 
Nature. „„ Ys 
2. What are the good Works, in which Children. are 
0 be more zcalous, aud which God 1 1 of them, as a 
Preparation for their rſt Communin ? 4% 
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4. Yes; they mult be careful to avoidall 
falling out with their Companians, and live in a truly 
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A. Thefrſ, is to be more penetrated with, the Fear and 


Love of God: the ſecond, is to be more obedicnt to theig 
Parents, and other Superiors : the third, is to be more 
meek and courteous to their Equals : the fourth. is to be 
more diligent at their Work, or other Taſk : the fifth; is 
to be more faithful, in ſaying their Morning and Night 
Prayers: the fixth, is to be modeſt and recollected in the 
Houle of God: the ſeventh, is to be more fant, and te- 
ſer ve in all other Places. | | 


2. Have they anything more ro do??? 
arrels, and 


Chrittian Union with all the World: This a Diſpoſi- 


tion abſolutely neceſſary, for receiving Jeſis. Chriſt, who 
recommends to us nothing ſo much as the Love of one 


another, and who has therefore taken for matter of this 
holy Sacrament, Bread made up of frveral Grains of Cos v, 
united in one Body, thereby to ſignify, that, all that par 


take of this Bread, ought to become as it were ove Body 
and one Soul: becanſe the Bread is one, all we being many, 
are one Body, who partake of that one Bread, 1 Cor. chaps 


X. ver. 1 7 


Ar. —— of the eee alen for f. 


omnmunion 


| 2 What Precautions ſhould Children take, for re- 
ducing 10 Praclice thoſe Means of Salvation, Which ae 
diftant Preparatious for their firſt Communioa ? | 
A. Theſe Precautions are ſix in Nuaber. 
Which js the firſt? | | 
A. lt is to make Choice of à good Diredor, who may 
ail} them in the Execution of this great Undertaking- 
0. Which is the ſecond ? „ 
I. It is to confels themſelves with the Diſpo tion re. 
uilite, at leaſt ouce a Month, or as near it as. they” 3% 
; Wo 8 during 
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during the Year before their frſt Communion, and care» 
| fully to examine how faithful, or how negligent they have 
been in the Practice of what has been already fad,” con- 
cerniug their being more diligent, in avoidiug Sin and its 
Oceaſions, and in doing good Works. 
2. Which is the third? 3 
A. It is to aſſiſt as often as poſſible, and Wah very great 
Devotion, at the Holy Sacrifice of the Maſs, and never 
fail io communicate {piritua, ly; for this End, they muſt 
endcavour to learn, which is the beſt Method of hearing 
Malo, and What it is to communicate Ipiritually. 2 
. What is the fourth? 
4 It is to recall over, during the Lent, which precedes 
their firſt Communion, all that hath becn fri; in the 
fortgoing Loſtruftionsz to make every Morniug a Reſo- 
lution, to practiſe them during the Day, and for this End, 
10 implore the Aſliſtance of Almighty God ; and laſtly, 
to examine every Night, before they go to Bed, in what 
they have been wanting; to humble themſelves for it in 
| the Preſence ot God, and to be more faubful the Day 
following. | 
e. Which is the ffh 3 ? 80 
J. It is to put themlelves under the ſpecial P;oteflion 
of the Bleſſed Virgin, Mother of God, to beg oſ her daily 
and fervently, that ſhe would obtaigy for them of her Son, 
all the Graces and Virtues neceſſary to make their Heart 
a” Temple becoming his Holineſs and Goodnels ; wo 
muſt likewite recommend themſelves to their good Ange! 
and to the Saint, whoſe Name they bear. 
0. Which is the fixth ? | 


A. It is io make every Day ſome AA of Faith oft the 
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| feal Prelenee of Chrift in the Holy wee. and to ſay 


thrice, the Tantum ergo, i. e. Tot myſt e7t0us Table now, 
our Knees, our Hearts, and Senſe we bow, &c. as in the TZud 


of the Pange Lingua, or this, Praiſe and Adoration of 2 
8 Fog | 
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Is it enough to he preſent at Catechiſm, in order to 
learn what is neceſſary for making the firſt Commnnion 7 
A. No: Befides being preſent thereat, we muſt bing 
with us the Diſpoſnions neceſſary to profit by it. 
0- What are the neceſſary Diſpolitions? _ | 
J. They are of two Kinds; the 14 are thoſe, with 
Which we ate come to Catechiſm ; the ſecong, thoſe ig 
which we are to aſſiſt at it. Se + bh 
2. Wich what Diſpofitions ſhould Children come tg 
A. With a gr:at deal of Willingneſs and Aſſiduity, and. 
earneſt Na to God, for 9 under ſtand Te of 
tain the Loſt; «Qions they are going to hear. 2 
2. Whit mean you, when you ſay, they are to come 
with a great deal of Willingneſs? . _ N | 
A. I mean chat they are to come with a holy Joy, and. 
a ſincere Delire to be juſtrufted, * Den 
2. But what, if they feel a certain Diſguſt, and Back 
waidueſs in coming io Catechiſm? m 
A. Th: y ought to tremble, and diead being treated Hke 
the wreiched If aelites in the Wilderneſs, who bad 80 
ing for the Manna of Heaven, which was an Emblem of 
the Ohriſtian Doctrine, as well as of the Holy Euchariſt. 
Why! what befell thoſe wretched 1fragliles? * 
4 Their Loathing drew down the Anger of God upon 
them, and they miſerably periſhed in the Wilderness 
N. What mult, Qkildren do, to prevent the like Mil- 


fortune? Foy | | 

1. do Penance for their Sins, Which are ger 

perally the Cauſe of this dangerous Diſpoſuion : ſecondly, 
den muſt beg of God, to give them a Keliſh and Liking 
or his divine Truths : thirdly, they myſt reflect on che 


- 


Advantages they. will receive from ſuch catecbiltical In- 
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| AirnAlions, as are given to prepare them for their rſt 


0 * divine Truths with ſubmiſſiou. and content to. adore 
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Communiou- or 
What are the Advantages? _ 3 1 8 ! 
A. Foſt, here they are thoroughly iuſtructed in what ph 


regards the Sacraments. of Penance, and the Holy Eucha- Ge 
5 with what 1 they are to frequent them, 


they produce in their Souls? ſe- * 
condly, thcy are thereby put in a Way for obtaining of 9 
God, the Grace of a perief Reconciliation with him, aud 
of becoming welcome Gueſts at the Holy Table. 216, 
Q Why do you add, that they are to be aſſiduous in 
coming to Catechiſm ? AD EIS | | 
A Becauſe, otherwiſe, they loſe Part of the InftruRions, 
und perhaps that vey Part they want the moll, and like, 
wie the Meaning ot what they now hear, which fle- 
- quently dependeth upon what they have mifſed, - 


ec may 


, Axzr. |. Sequel of what regards the Catechiſm. A 


. Wub what Diſpofitions muſt Children adually aſſiſt 
3 8 g 4 er e 
A. Firſt, they muſt behave with great Modeſty: e- 
condly, lilteh wirt great Auention S ah. — K ge 
Truths explained to them, with great Dociluy and ſingle- 
heartedueſs: fourthly, be reſolved io put them in Nas; 

. What is it you call Docility and ſingle heartedneſs: 


mio tos noe = 


A certain Diſpoſition, which makes us receive the 


them, without betraying any dangerous Curiolity of diving 
into them, but ſubmiuing our weak Reaſon to the infal- 
hls Reaſon of God, which is the Foundation of our 
4 By What means can they obtain theſe N 2 
4. Ii ft, by aſking them of God the Giver of all good 
Gafis: ſecondly, by remembering they ae always in his 
divine Preſence : thady, that ut is his heavenly MO 
| | they 
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Se are beating: youwly: that there is no veglecting 1 


or . without offending him. 


N. Is there nothing to be obſerved, when Catechiſm is 
_— 2 e eee 

A. Ves; firfl, before going away, they ought to give 
God Thanks for the good Iuſtructions they have received: 
and beg Grace to pur them in Piatlice : ſecondly, they 
ought trequently w pals over in their Minds, what they 
have leaint, aud love to entertain chemſelves tbereon 


with others. r | 
Ax. 6. On a general Confeſſion. 
9. Is a general Confeſſion necellary ? 1 


4. Strictly ſpeaking, it is only neceffary for ſuck, whoſe 
ticular Contellons have been attended with ſuch De- 
As, as makes them nothing worth; but in general, it is 

very benehcial to all forts of Perſons, _ FS we” 
. What are the Benefits of a general Confeſſion ?_ - 
A. Fauſt, it makes up the Deficicnces- of particular Con- 
felons : ſecondly, it moves us io a more lively Sorrow for 
our Sins, by letting belore onr Eyes the great Multitude of 
thoſe we have committed : thirdly, it brings down upon 
our Souls a greater Plenty of heavenly Graces : fourthly, 
our Confeſſor becomes thereby better acquainted with the 
State of our Conſcience, and of courſe, better enabled to 
guice us with Safety, and give us Couuſel and Remedies 


proportioned to our ſpiritual Iufirmities. 
J 1 When is it proper to make a ge! tal. Confeſton ? 

A. When we are about chooting a State of Life, or in 
Danger of Death, but eſpecially when we are prepating 
tor our fel Communion. oo 
D. What is to be obferved, for the making it well? 
A. It were adviſcablg- to prepare for it ſeyen or eight 
Tays beforchand, aud to employ this Time in two 
Things ; Auf, in calling over all the Sins of our paſt Life: 
ſecondly, in Hirring up the Heart is a lively hag and 

| 83T01r0r 
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of God, we thould employ ſome Time in looking into 


Reger of mem, and to few] Reſolution of changing our 
Ives = 
bar is to be done, for comingaat a rue Knowledge 
of our Sins? 

A. Every Day, an ſome retired Place, and in the Sight 


the State of our Conſcience, according to the Order of 
the Commaudmcuts of God, the Precepis of the Church, 
aud the fe ven deadly Si 
. Can we fi Going tl our Sins, and conceive 3 
due Sorrow and Deteftation of them ? | 
A. We cannot; and muſt therefore by bumble aud £ 
I fervent Prayer beg the Light of Heaven, firft, to compre- ma, 
bend the Number aud Fulveſs of our Sins: Secondly,” to p 
conceive” a fincere and hearty Contrition for them; nec 
thirdly, to merit the Forgiveneſs of them, by worthy . 
Fruits of Penance, and a real Change of Life. f 
E. What Means ate to be uled, for flirring up in the cei\ 
Heart a ſincere Sorrow for our Fine! 7 we 
I. We are to reflect ſerioully, that by Sin weaffpn the doi 
Infinite Majefly of God, who is our wp tender Fath er and we! 
liberal BenefaQor : ſecondly, thai we ad over again | the | 
ical Scenes of CU Paſſion, and crucify him a Te- Wwe 
cond Time: thirdly, that we give up our Right aud TRY 
tothe Kingdom of Heaven, which was given us ip Bapr Nh 
tim: uri, chat we make ourſelves the moſt wretched wh 
Slaves of the Devil, and bind ourlelves over to the cternal the 


Torments of Hell. dar 
2. How long would it be adhiſeableto make this 0 Geo- Ba 
* hefore their firſt Communien? Al 


. A Monch at Leaft, thar their Thouphts may be more 
3 ed, for the * imunediate , Br ap- 

cachi e. 
if $ 55 way ey be helped! if the Pefformance of this on 
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be employed iu this Examination. = 


e 


reats at large of the Diſpoſitions requiſite for the Sacra- 
xent of Penance, ſuch. as Mr. Gother's Inſtruftions for 
onfeſſion, or the like, and to follow faithfully what it 
preſcribes ; ſecoudly,- it would be proper to conſult with - 
heir Director; or if he is not at hand. with ſome Perſon 
pf Piety and Experience; about the Method of exsmining 
he whole State of their paſt Life, aud the Time proper to 


. 
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9. Is it an uſeful Practice, to renew the Promiſes we 
made 40 God in our Baptiſm? AL). 4 15 

A. leis not only an uſeful, but, in ſome Senſe, a very 
neceſſary Practice. 5 2 2 

„ 

4. Becauſe not having che Uſe of Reaſon, when we re- 
ceived that Sacrament, we are ceriainly obliged, as foon as 
we begin to know ourſelves, and underftand what we are 
doing, to ratify what the Church did for us, when we 
were incapable of anſwering for ourſelvfes. 

0. Are we only to renew. our Baptiſmal Vows, when 
we come to the Uſe of Reaſ ann 

4. It is good to renew them often. and eſpecially, Arſt, 
when we receive the Sacrament of Confirmation. ſecondly, 
when we are to make our firſt Communion : thirdly, on 
the Eves of Eaſter and Whitfuntide, theſe being Days ap- 
pointed by the Church for the ſoleinn Adminiſtration of 
Bapiiſm ; fourthly, on the Anniverſary Day of our Bap- 

| * 


* 


ulm: fifthly, at the Article of Death. 
Q. What Benefit do you reap from this pious Exerciſe ? 
A. This Exerciſe reminds us of the great Obligations 

we contrafted in Baptiſm, and thereby we are ſpurred 

on to a more faithful Compliance with the ſaid Obliga- 

tions, and to do Penance for our paſt Infidelity, and Per- 

bdy iu breaking them, PR OTE: 

E 1 0. Do 
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,Fauhtyl celebrated the Apniverſary Day of their Baptiſm 
M a lolemy Mauer; and ſpent this Day as one of the 


2 e What have Children todo; for rendering the Re- 
newal of theſe Promiſes beneficial to them? aid eee 
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2. _ we find any Footſteps of this Practice in Anti- 

PPP nn ren dt rt) | br. 43% 
4. Yea; from. the earlief;Ages of Chriſtianity, the 


greateſt. Feſti vals of the Year, in Adds o Thankſgiving, 
ang. Sentiments of a' moſt tender Devotion. mow 
. Whaz ate the Promiſes made in Baptiſm? 
A. They are theſe, to renounee the Devil, his Works 
and Pomps; to believe in Jeſus Chriſt, to follow his 
—_— aud put our whoſe Truſt and Coufidence in 


2. Which is the firſt? e CONES 
4. Sin being that, which lets the Devil into the Soul. 
they 9ught on this Occafion, to excite in their Hearts a 
fxeſb Hatred and Deteſlation of it; and reſolve rather to 
pndergo ten thouſand Deaths; than to commit one ſingle 
Sin, that may de rive them of God. OS Cay 
Which is the ſrcond //: inn 
A, Ie is to promiſe ſorio to God, that they will He 
double cheir Endeavours mares Big a Life conformable to ty 
thei Rules of tlie Goſpel 5 and for ſhapivg their whole + 
Copdudt upon the Examples of Chriſt, by imitatin bis Wy 
Vartuess by putting on his Sentanents, by living in him, BY 4 


by ” 

for him, and like him ; 
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Flow Children are to live, after their firſt Com- 


MUNIOR, 


* 


a Ax. I. They ere to imitate Jeſus Ciri in his Youth, | 


). AT ſhould be the Life of Children, after 
4 their firſt Communion ? 1448 | 
A. It fhould, according to their Capacity, be like that 
eee = 
2. What have they to do, for bringing their Life io 
ne Refemblatice with that of the Child eus 
A. They muſt in the firſt Place, make it their particu- 
lat Stady to Know the Life, which Chri/t led in his In- 
„fancy and Youth, and then ſhape their Lite ppon ſo di- 
111 eine a Model. TOE NE ON A 11 6 Ny Dy 
% Q. What was the Life of Chriſt in his Infancy ? 
ole J. The Goſpel relates three or four Circumſlances, 
his Which compriſe, in Hort, the whole Plan of Conduct. 
m, Which Children are to follow after their firſt Commu- 


13 Which is the flirt Circumſtance of the Child 3 
E en 


A. The Golpel takes N he went to the Tem- 
ple on Feſtivals, that he àffiſted at the Inlſiructions her 
wen by the Doctor 6f che Law, and at the /Sactifices 
* nn Se bn 
2. What does this Conduct of the Child Neis teach 
Children to do, who have made there firſt Communion. 


A. It teaches theta to frequent the Houle of God'on 


8 1 2 
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of the Maſs, at the Sermon, aud at the Catechiſin. 


and Holineſs, in Proportion as he grew in Years. |, 
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Sunday and Holidays, there to aſſiſt at the holy Sacrifice 


Which is the Second Circumſtauce. related in the 
Goſpel, concerning the Life of the Child Jeſus. 
A. That he was ſubject to his Parents. W 
| Q. does Chriſt thereby preach to Children, who 
have been admitted to the firſt Communion. | 
A. He pieaches to them, to reſpect, love, and obey 
their Parents, in a more exact and perfect Manner, than 
hitherto they have done | 8 1 
2. Which is the third remarkable Circumſlance in 
the Life of the Child Jeſus ? | 
A. That he gave new Tokens aud Progfs of Wildom 


Q. What Leſſon does Chriſt theredy give to Children, 
that have made iheir firſt Communion ? - 70 
A. He teaches them, that they onght to inereaſe in 
Witdom and Holineſs before God and Men, as they in- 
creaſe in Age, and Stature of Bode 
2. How often is it faid, that he increaſed in Wiſdom 
and Grace? © | 2 | 
A. Twice; firſt; in his Childhood; the Child waxed 
ftrong, full of Wiſdom, and the. Grace of God. was in kim, 
Luke chap. ii. ver.” 40. —ſecondh, in his riper Years, 
- alter the Age of Twelve. 7Jeſus increaſed in Wiſdom, and 
46, and Grape with God and Men, Luke chap. ik ver 
2. Why is this obſerved of him two ſeveral Times? 
A. To teach us. that in every Age, whether Child- 
hood, or Youth, or Manbogd,. or: old Age, we ought 
to increaſe in Piety, as the Benefits - of | God, and our 
Obligations are thereby daily increaſing upon vs, 
He Why is it faid, that he grew thus in Grace with 
God and Men? oo - ® 
A. To teach us, that by our good Works, we are to 
edify. our Neighbours, and glorify God before Men. 
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HAT have Children to as; in order to in- 

eieaſe in Wiſdom, as they increaſe in Age 2 

A. They ought' to fludy, how to become more and 

bey ore knowing in the Science of the "Cy i. & in the” 

a0 Rnowledpeof Salvation. a 
Q. In what does this Seeber of the Saints, and d 

* nowledge of Salvation co,? 

A. I conliſts, , in knowing God, in k 

how to love, and . and honour him : 2 

in knowing ourſelves. and how to Libour as We ought, 

the Work of our Salvation. þ 

2 What muſt Children do, for advancing i in Holi- 

wels, as they advance in Years? 7 

A. er careful to ſhun Evil, and more- 


JU de good. 
Q. Whas is the Exit, dic Children ought to ſham! 
with fo muck Care, after their firſt Communion? | 
red] A. Sin, which'is the greateſt” of "all 'Evils, or ther 
te only true Evil that is in the World, — eh 
d alk other Evils, that overrun the W 
a deftroy them, by moking them loſe t renal 
eve, and their eternal Salvation 797 this 74 


en, 


* 


| Impuicy, — 4 
aperiors, Lying, Anger,' Love of 
rr 
2 Rave the Children to do, for ſhunaing 8 
wich greater Succeſs ? 
4 Wah Got's A which dey we to penn 


ws 1 # 


for continually, they muſt carefully avoid all the Oe. 


Roy 


RX 


Fs 


of Sin, Which grow upon them-2s they grow, in 


ſecondly, they. wall uſe a diſcreet Severity; in mor- 
tifying thei: Faiſions, which begin io ſhoot” up ad ſhew 


|| chenilelves, as the Body -incieafes in Strength”: "thirdly, 0. 
they muſt, wich all Courage, and conſtancy, refit the 
Temptations of the World and the Devil, who, ater | 
their hrt Communion, will ſpare no Pains to break imo are 
their Hearts, and carry off the Saas... Giace, 7 
„ 1 g 

vic 

_ 2. n t the nes tale e the fec 

Age. ca 

4 p cal 

6. HAT i is K. ſecond Taſk of Chidres akes | 
2 heir ful Communion? 

. It is, to pracliſe the Viatyes, ſuitable. to thei ©. de 

ad Condition, |: | - to 

2. What are the Virtues, they ought tO pradliſe wah ſit 


nick, are the " pe}; lies God, a Feat 
for their. Salvayion, Reſpect and Obedience to thein Pa- 
rents andother. Sapetiors, Modeſty, - Sobriety, Humi- uc 
2 . d dh Love of Work and Occypa- 


* Whazjs40 be ſeaged- for thoſe, who negleſt.. to 7 
vatice iv Wiſdons,” aud Piety, as they advance. iv Years ? 

A. Iris 40 he feared, thai by a Misſertune never lufhci- 
they. will only. incregle in Ages to 
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io WAzr. 4. Partiexdar Obligations of all the Faichfd. who | 


a are nouriſhed with the Body and Blood of Chrift. 
-W 5 a | 
2 O. ID ESIDES the Obligation of imitating the Child 


Zefus in his Youth, are there not ſome others? 

A. Yes; there are five, which equally regard all that 

10 are aimiited to the holy Communion. | 

„ Q. Which is the firſt of theſe five Obligations? 

; A. It is to conceive for our moſt good Lord and Sa- 

Vviour Feſus Chrift, ſuch a tender, faithful and conſtant Af- 

r feckion, as may give us a Horror of every Thing, that 

| can diſpleaſe him, and render all that pleaſes him, both 
ealy and agreeable to us 05 

er Wbich is the ſecond ? 5 

+ It is to have a great Reſpect for our loving Re- 

ge deemer, in the moſt holy Sacrament of the Altar, never 
to appear before him, hut with a modeſt Behaviour, to vi- 

h FF fit him frequently, wherever his holy Body is either ex- 
poſed on the Altar, or kept in the Tabernacle, 

al O. Which is the third-? bv, We 

* A. It is to receive frequently, and with holy Di ſpoſi- 

l- IF tions, the divine Nouriſhment which Chriſt has therein 

„prepared for us: he who after once going to Commus- 
nion, is little ſolicitous to go frequently to it, evidently 

- bew, he has found no Taſte in that heavenly Food. 

? Q. Which is the fourth ? © 

* A. It is to guard, and keep free from all Impurity, a 

0 

8 


Body once fanQified by the Touch of Chriſt's ſacred Bo- 
dy, and thereby his Temple in a very particular 
p Manner, | ey | | 
2 ee TAY OE | 
10 It is to live in Union, with ever ur, 
» WT all Chriſtians being bf. ve ken 3 ano- 
„cher, as they are united with Chriſt, by Means of he 
Holy Communion. 4 FF 2 
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Ax. V. What Children ought to do mire ' particularly a 


the Firft Conmunion. 


Q. Whar ought to be the chief Study aud Applic 
tion of Children, who have made their firſt Cm en 


A. It is, #:ft, to preſervethe good Sentimemis ze ie 


2onceived in receiving the Body of Chriſt : ech, 
faithful to the good Reſolutions they have made: uh! 
not to neglect the Practices of Piety, that have been i 
lilled into them: fourthly, to be diligent in working ou 
th: ir Salvation with Fear and Trembling. 
Why are Children, and even every Chriflian, 
work out their Salvation with Fear and Tremblimg ? 
A. Becauſe they live in a World, which on all Side 


is over-ruv with Wickedneſs, 


Q. What is to be done, for fencing againſt the Wick 
eilneſs of the World, and working out one's Salvatic 
ju it? | "Tus 
A. One muſt frame to one's ſelf, and ſteadily follow 

Conduct of Life, which is truly Chriſtian. 
2. Where is this Plan of a Chriſtian Life to be learnt 
A. From reading, and meditating ſuch pious Books 


_ as treat of the general Duties of a Chiiſtian Life, and 
the particular Duties of every State, ſuch as the: Introdus 


t on to a deuout Life; The Imitation of Chrift ; The Sinnes 
" Guide; The Chriftian Dice; or B. Ch. Meditati 


' s for the whole Year, in two Volumes, Which is an excellen 


Collection of all at regards the great Duties of a Chil 
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STRUCTIONS FOR IxbuLCEN CES. 
By the R. R. Cuantrs Bp. of Ranaren, = 


T has been the conſlant Doctrine of the Church of | 
God, that, notwuhftanding the ſovereign Judge remits | 
ingers, upon their repentance, the guilt of their lin, 
d the eternity of tormeuts due to it, he nc verthelc(s re- 
rves a temporary puniſhment, which he ſubjects them to 
his puniſhment, lie defigns, to ſerve as ſome atonement 
r the iuſult offered to his ſacred Majelly, and as a cub 
pon the Dehnquents, to 1eftrain them from future tranl-, 
eſſious. Many are the inſtances known of this conduct | 
| the Almighty. He was pleaſed to pardon Adam the 
ut ot his Diſobedience, but he ſentenced him, and all 
is polterity, io the penalty of death, and wu other 
mleries, The Itiaelites were paidouec thei lim of mus⸗ 
zunlug againſt God, but were neverthelcls condemn d 1a 
ie in the Delatt, aad their eluldten only allowed to enter 
e Land of Promiſe. In like manner, Aloighty God ſor- 
ave David his ciime of adultery upon his repentance, but 
cnounced heavy judgments doainſt him, from which wie 
] Jo * aud tupplications he could not prevail to be 
cated. \ 82 
In this manner did Almighty God in former ages pu- 
Ih even thoſe whom he bad received imo Ins tarour- 
ne fame method he likewiſe obſerves with us: and it 
alt be acknowledged, we deſerve much moe do feel he 
0 of his juſtice, as our. ingratitude is much greater. 
© have been ble ſſed with the light, of the Chriflian 
atth ; we have been favoured with greater abundance of 
races, which flow more plemifully 5 the Son of God 
bas vouchfafed to ſpill lis facred Blood for our Redemp- 
on; at our Bipulm we were r en cleanſed, both _ - 
Fog all ſtain of guilt, and from all puniſhment due to it: 
then promiſed to renounce lin, and conſecrated our- 
* N ee eee 
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| ſelves to the ſervice of God. If then we break fo ſolemn 


an engagement, if we trample under foot ſo many blel- 
lings, by wilfully rebelling againſt God, and violating his 
laws, what can we expect but ſeverity for ſuch ingratitude ? 
But if, upon our returning to him in a true ſpirit of re- 
pentance, he has promiſed mercifully to receive us, and to 
cancel our lins, and the everlaſting puniſhment ow 25 
ſerve, we have certainly no reaſon to complain that he is 
pleaſed to exact from us ſome degree of fatisfaQtion. 


To anſwer this ſatisfaction, which muſt be performed 


in this life or the next, it has been the praCtice of the 
Church from the beginning, to impoſe penitential works 
upon ſinners. At firſt theſe penances laſted ſeveral years, 
aud fometimes the Penitent's whole life, in proportion to 
the crime, and were accompanied with the greateſt” aulle- 
rities. They were called Canonical Penances. Jome- 
times.theſe rigorous long ſeverities were mitigated and 
ſhortened, a» St. Cyprian tells us, but that was done in 
con ſidetation and at the requeſt of thoſe who were going 
to offer up to God the noble ſacrifice of their blood by 
Martyidom; or when it was found that the Penitent gave 
ſuch unqueſlionable maiks of extraordinary fervour as 
ſeemed deſerving df indulgence ; or elſe, when it was ap- 
prehended that too great ſeverity might throw the Penitent 
into deſpondency, which was the reaſon, St. Paul remitted 
tothe inceſtuous Corinthian part of the penance he had 
enjoined him. Thus, in the firſt ages of Chriſtianity, 
were {uch relaxations or indulgences granted by the paſtors 
of the Church, when good reaſons ſeemed to warrant 
them, In the ſucceeding ages theſe relaxations. became 
more frequent and more general. k | 
When corruption had ſpread its influence, and fervour 
and piety were {cen to cool in the hearts of Chriſtians, the 
Church, like a compaſſionate Mother, grieved at this de- 
Praved alteration in her children, and wiſhing to reclaim 
by any effectual means thoſe who were gone aſtray, of- 
fered to receive them with open arms upon a ſineere re- 
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pentanee, to relax of her former ſeverities, and to en- 
change them into other pious works more eaſy to be ac 
compliſhed. This benevolent offer raiſed the devotion of 
the faithful, it occaſioned innumerable multitudes to flock 

to Rome, to proſtrate themſelves before the holy bodies of \ 
St. Peter and Paul, which was the condition required in 
place of other fatisfaftionss Thus was Rome crowded . 
with an infinite number of perſons at the time that Pope | 
Boniface VIII. fit inſtituted the Jubilee. They embraced «+» 
with alacrity the hardſhips of a long journey, to partake - 
of ſo extraordinary a favour. © The ſucceſſive Popes wil- » | 
ling to condeſiend fill further, in confideration of ſo ma- 
ny perſons who were incapable of ſuch a journey, gramed 
the fame favour of the Jubilee to all who ſhould exert - 
their fervour in performing at home other penitential 
works aſſigned to them. Upon other occaſions, at the 
urgent defire of the faithful, and for particolar exigencics, 
theſe kinds of diſpenſations for relaxing the puniſhment * 
due to fin have been extended and multiplied by the Holy + 
See, and uſually called Indulgences. Thus in proteſs of 
time it has happened, that, from ſome neceſſary reaſous on 
one hand, and the ſloth and tepidity of Chriſtians on ano» + \ 
- ther, the Church, in order to prevail upon all to quit their - | 
nt Nevil ways and 1eturn to the God of mercies, has vouch- 
d fafed to iſſue forth frequent grants, ſometimes of a Jubilee 
d ſomeumes of a plenary Indulgence, that is, the diſcharge o 
7, 2 tatis faction due 2 lin, to be obtained upon ſuch eaſy 

rs ms. 1. N 285 r * 
at From what has been ſaid, it is plain, that the purpoſe - 
ic of Indulgences is not to remit the guilt of fin, nor the 
eternal puniſhment due to it; this mult be done by the | 
dacrament of Penance : nor is jt @ leave to commit lin, as 

e has been ſometimes mi ſrepeſented, and js a notion. Which 
che Catholics abhor. By an Indulgence nothiug more is 
n {© cant than the remiſſion of that temporal puniſhment. 
f Wl Which remains due from the ſinner, after his tin is fer- 
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It muſt not be:thought that the Church exceeds. her 
ns diſpenſing theſe grants, as it is plain that Chiiſt- 
muſelf gave this power to St. Peter and his ſucceſſors, 


| when he faid to him: To thee I will give the heys of the 


kingdom f | heaven; and: whatſoever thou Jhalt bind. upon. 


| earth, ſhall be bound in heaven; and. whatforuer thou /halt 
logſe upon earth, Mall be logſed in heaven. Matth. xvi. 19. 


On this fountlation the Church has always believed. 


chat our Lord and Saviour Jeſus Chriſt has entruſſet ber 
wich the diſpenſation of his ſavouts. The numberleſs ex- 


eruciating ſufferiugs he went through for the redempiion 


of mankind,. the ftreams of blood he ſhed, while one ſingle 


diop was ſulkcicent to waſh away the fins of the whole 
| world; andin kney bis Demh upon the Crofs, have: made 
| upanmnbaite-treafareofment, which. he bas depoſurd in 


hs Church, to-bedifiriboted; ax ſhe judges neceſſary. This 
Bieſſed Virgin, of he Martyts, Coofeſſors, and all the 


holy EñkA of God5 hib merits, though they borucw | 


indeed all theirworth he, the Merits of Chriſt, be gra- 


.. ciovully allows to be applied to us, in virtue of the Commu- 
nien of Saints, that is, inultueofthat h 


„ mutual com- 
eſlabli ſued 


It is neceſſary however tg, obſerve, that, though the be 


munication of ſpiricual goods, which he 


-_ awopg all the members of his Church. 


nd br of a plenary Indulgence expunges our debi of temporal 


te we mult nat thence conclude we are exempied 


rom all further works of ptnance. For, who can be lure 
he has {0 perſectiy fulfilled all conditions, as to have ob- 


tained the. fall effect of the Indulgence? Beſides, it is cer- 
tan we every day oftend the Almighty, we have therefore 
every day forme atonerfient to make: and ous Saviour 
has pronounced penance to be indiſpenſibly neceſſary 10 all 
hnners : Unleſs you do penance, you Hall all periſh; Luke 
iti. 5. Penitential labours are therefore due for the ex- 
piation of our fins. The fame we onght alſo williogly to 
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_ treaſure is liketyiſe mcreaſt d by the abundant merits of the | 
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embrace, us they are on other accounts highly profitable 
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kao us. They withdraw us from the alluring plealures of 
ihe world, and fead us in the path of ſuffering, which 
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our Redeemer himſelf has traced out for us. To ſuch 

works, God, in his - gracious *mercy, has promiſed an in- 
creaſe of grace in this life, and a crown of glory hereafter. 
The greateſt Saints, we find, practifed the greateſt 
zuſterities, and chearfully ſubmitted to drink the bit- 
ter cup of Mortifrcation. Where is the Sanctity equzl 
to that of the Bleſſed Viigin, who ever remained un- 
ſpotted and undefiled, and yet what pains and anguiſhes 
did The not endure, and with what humility and reſigua- 
tion? Where is now the man that has attained the purity 
of life of St. John Baptiſt, Who was even ſanRified- from 
his mother's womb ? yet what were not his penitential 
auſterities 3; He lived in a defart, ſpent his ume in prayer, 
ted upon wild honey and locuſts, and was cloathed with 


a garment made of camel's hair. If ſuch were the morti- - 


fications and rigorous practices of thoſe who had never 
ſullied their innocence, can we think of paſſing our lives 
in caſe, who are guilty of ſo many prevarications ? L 
The Church, in condeſcending to grant Indulgenees, 
does not intend to favour ſloth and andolence. As eur 
nature is infirm, and unable very often to go through 
ſuch a courſe of penance as would be proportionate to the 
enormity of our fins, this deficiency is ſupplied by In» © 
dulgences ; what our weakneſs renders impoſſibe to us, 
theſe grants help to accompliſh, Senſible therefore of the 
importance of theſe favours, let us carefully diſpoſe our- 
ſelves to obtain the benefit of them. The chief diſpoli- 
tion is a ſincere repentance for our fins, without which no 
Indulgence whatever can avail us. We muſt beg m ; 
of God with a contrite heart, with a true ſenſe of our 
ingratitude, with humility, and a true fpirit of morti- 
fication, Turn io me, ſays the Lord, with your whole 
heart, in faſting, weeping and mourning. Joel ii. 2. But 
as the Works of mortitication, uſually afligned for gaining 
an Indulgence, are ſmall when compared with the puniſh- 
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"A. ANN E, let this deficiency be competſatedibyy 
en rr compunction, and the warmith.of ol 
doch ie the intention of the Church; the ex 
5. peRts, that when relaxations are granted in dur peni 
eee erte, che diſpalitions of the heart towards Go⸗ 
Poul zucreaſe in proportion. +» The. reaſon which mo! 
e Pope Cletgent VI. to extend the Jubilee uo every 
Seh year; was, as he tells us himſelf, that the devotio 
ef the aithful might increaſe, their faith ſhine more big 1! 
e their hope receive vigour, and their charity become mort 
FE feroent. Wuh \ eſe difpoſitions let us approach ib. 

=: Throne of gte and hope to receive that mercy we all 
for. Let us acknowledge with gratitude the ſignal pledge 

Ohurch, in grating the power of e e let u 
- be thoroughly ſenſible. haw greatis the ntage that may 
© - accrue to us from hem. The whole treaſure of the Chur:! 
zs laid open the fuloels of Gods mercy is offered to u 

ve owe an enormous debt to the divine juſtice, and her: 

5 is put into our hands Wherewich to. acquit it: What: 
3 there more, lays the-Lord, that 1 ought to have done to 
Vvincyard, and have not done it Lai. Vo 4+" TILT 07 
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